THE  rCULTURKAMPF.'

Empress, the latter, moreover, receiving no incentive from
the Centrum, because that party considered the prelimi-
naries of the compromise unsatisfactory, and because, like
the Court, it attached even more importance to fighting
me than to seconding any efforts I might put forth. The
conflicts that proceeded from the situation repeated them-
selves, and became gradually more severe.

Many years of labour were still required before it was
possible to enter upon the revision of the May Laws with-
out occasioning fresh troubles in the cabinet, since a major-
ity was wanting for the defence of those laws in parliamen-
tary warfare after the desertion of the Freethought or * Lib-
eralist' party to the Ultramontane opposition camp.     I was
satisfied when in opposition to Polonism we succeeded in
maintaining as definite gains the relations between school
and state imposed by the Culturkampf 'and the alteration
made in the articles of the Constitution relating thereto.
Both are, in my opinion, of more value than the injunctions
against clerical activity contained in the May Laws and the
tegal apparatus for catching recalcitrant priests, and I ven-
ture to regard as a considerable gain in itself the abolition of
the Catholic section and of the danger to the state arising
from its activity in Silesia, Posen, and Prussia.    After the
Freethought party had not only given up the Culturkamfft
prosecuted more by themselves under the leadership of Vir-
chow and his associates than by me, but began to support the
Centrum both in parliament and at the elections, the gov-
ernment was in a minority as against the last-named party.
In the face of a compact majority consisting of the Cen-
trum, the Progressives, the Social Democrats, the Poles,
the Alsatians, and the Guelfs, the policy of Falk had no

chance in the Reichstag.    For that reason I considered
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